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Re: Docket No. MARAD-2003-15171,46 CFR Part 221 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposed rulemaking by the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD). This comment is filed on behalf of American Ship 
Management, LLC. MARAD proposes to amend its regulations (46 CFR Part 221) to 
require MARAD approval of all transfers of a lease-financed vessel engaged in coastwise 
trading back to the non-Section 2 citizen-owner, the parent of that owner, a subsidiary or 
affiliate of that parent, or an officer, director or shareholder of one of them. MARAD 
had earlier published an announcement that it was considering more generally reopening 
its approval of time charters to persons not U.S. citizens under section 2 of the Shipping 
Act, 1916, as amended (Docket MARAD-2002-12842). It is observed that MARAD has 
not proposed to reopen its Section 9 review approval process other than in the context of 
this docket. As stated in comments of October 3,2002 in Docket MARAD-2002-12842, 
MARAD should not further reopen that process, and particularly it should not reopen that 
process for transfers of interest in vessels engaged in the U.S. foreign trade under time 
charters to non-section 2 U.S. citizens. 
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